
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sept 2  Free Dress (Paid) 
Sept 5  Labor Day Holiday 
Sept 8  Papers go home 
Sept 13 ZEPTO meeting 6:00  
  at RPE 
Sept 15   Progress Reports 
Sept 22  Papers go home 
Sept 27  Star Student  
  Breakfast 7:00am 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

    September 2016  

Parents:  We will celebrate all student 
birthdays during lunch periods on  
specified dates.  Please do 
not send or deliver any party  
food or other items.   

www.zacharyelementary.org 

 

 

**Starting September 12, students are able to take AR tests before school each 
  morning from 7:30– 7:55 in the library. The schedule is as follows: 
 

Reminders 

STUDENTS MUST WEAR THEIR IDs EVERY DAY! 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Ardeneaux Jones Noel Tortorich 

Dennis Kaple Patti Watkins 

Graves Marchiafava Pelichet Wigger 

Howard Marquez Scott Talbot 

Hunt Moore Snyder Travis 

Adkins Cassidy Hebert Washington 

Bourg Deliberto Leiva Weston 

Brown Goza Norris Williams 

Buell Graham Potts Bourgeois/
Mitchell 

The start of the 2016 school year has been somewhat different.  No one anticipated rising waters, flooded 
homes, and changed lives.  I had the opportunity to help a few people in the clean-up process.  Water 
seemed to find the lowest point regardless if it was a structure or a piece of property (or even my shoe).  
When the water receded that’s where I found it.  It was always in the lowest point, but I also found  
something else in those lowest points.  I found my heart broken as I discarded (material) pieces of  
people’s lives. I know it is just stuff, but in some cases it was “all the stuff”.  I know it was harder for those 
that had this experience than for me (a mere friend or helper), but it was still a heart breaking  
experience.  Heartbreak and water were not alone in those low points I observed.  There was something 
else there.  Something that seemed to bring hope.  At that low point I also found thankfulness.  I witnessed 
families in spite of significant damage and loss being “thankful” for children, parents, support, and life. I 
saw others (not flooded) thankful for boats (to help), rooms to offer, and opportunities to serve.   
I realize that our low points are not always filled with water. There are other losses we experience and 
damaging circumstances we walk through that have nothing to do with floods, hurricanes, or other natural 
disasters.  “Heartbreak” can certainly be found in many low points. There is a time for weeping and mourn-
ing in tragic situations, but in the low points I have seen some of the best of  humanity and the grace of 
God.  For those of you that were affected by the flood waters, I am truly sorry for your loss.  But I want to 
thank you for teaching me lessons through your difficult journey. The low points of life are more tolerable 
together than alone. I know it is going to be a great year!   

 Mrs. Fontenot 

Welcome to Zachary Elementary  

 
Welcome to the 2016-17 school year! I am very excited to meet and greet the new and returning students.  
My first message of the year is: EMPATHY.  
At around 8 or 9, children begin to develop the cognitive skills necessary to understand the concept of empathy. But even 6 
year olds are concerned about being treated well, and they want others to be treated well too. The following are some ideas 
to help develop empathy in our children. 
Praise empathetic behavior. When your child performs an act of kindness, tell him what he did right, and be as specific as 
possible: “You were very generous to share your game with your friend. I saw him smiling and I know he was happy.” 
Use role play. Have your child put himself in the other person’s shoes and role play the situation. Also, look back at prior 
experiences when the tables were turned. 
Look for good in everyone. When our children are faced with people they don’t like or are at odds with, encourage him to 
try to find something good, however small, in that person. 
Involve your child in charitable activities. Acts of kindness and charity are an excellent way to teach your child empathy. 
Your child could help when planning and making a meal to take to a sick friend. They could also help donate time or items to 
a local charity. 
Teach basic rules of politeness. Good manners are a concrete way for your child to show caring and respect for others. 
Give your child jobs. Research suggests that children who learn responsibility also learn altruism and caring. 
Use I-Messages. Use I-Messages when you talk to your children about feelings. Teach your child to use I-Messages to 
express his feelings in a positive way. I feel ____________, When you ____________, and I want ___________. 

 

Quote for the month: 

“Don’t worry that children never listen to you;  

worry that they are always watching you.” 

suzanne.lemoine
Cross-Out



Class Room NEWS 
News from ZES 

3rd Grade 
Our third graders are off to a great start learning 

school rules and expectations. There is definitely an    

excitement in the air as our students have begun Reading 
Workshop. Reading Workshop provide differentiated   
instruction as well as more one-on-one teaching time. Our 

first unit focuses on the importance of building a         
community of learners and successful reading lives. Dur-
ing the first few weeks of Reading Workshop the students 

will be establishing good reading habits, learning how to 
make correct book choices, and setting personal reading 
goals. All of these lessons are extremely important in 

helping the students to feel like they are part of a reading 
community, where reading is valued and their thoughts 

and opinions are respected. Our students have enjoyed 
finding reading spots at home, talking about their books 
with others, and reading books as if they were gold. An 

important part of your child’s 
success is monitoring his/her 
reading progress. One       

important tool that we will be 
using is a reading log. Your 
child should be recording on 

his/her reading log each  
evening during their independ-
ent reading time.  

The students are settling 
into the routines and   procedures 
that will allow them to grow both 

academically and socially    
throughout the year. 

  In Mathematics we have 

begun our multiplication unit, and 
will continue to explore various concepts related to this 
including the distributive property as well as division.  In 

social studies we have spent time understanding and   
practicing  what our school wide expectations are       
regarding respect, safety, and responsibility.  In science 

we are exploring geological concepts through engaging 
and exciting activities.  We are looking forward to our on 
site gem mining field trip in September.  Please be sure to 

sign and return your child’s permission slip that will be 
forthcoming.  Supply fee must be paid and students must 
have at least a C average in conduct to attend any field 

trip.  We are looking forward to an amazing year! Thank 
you for your continued support and cooperation in the 
education of your child. 

 

 

 

 

4th Grade 
Students are getting back in the swing of things 

this school year by getting excited about reading!  This 
year we aim to make all 4th grade students “nose-in-the-
book” readers.  Students are choosing books they want to 

read based on their individual reading level, assigned by 
their teacher.  This will help them to read more easily with 

good fluency and comprehension.  We are beginning this 
year with a unit on characters since we know the heart of 
any good story is based around an interesting character.      

Students will learn how to identify character traits based 
on their actions and motivations in the story.  Students 
are reading the novel “Tiger Rising” as a class so they 

can   practice together using text evidence to identify 
character traits.  Students will have lots of time to read 
independently and practice finding character traits in their 

own novels that they’ve selected to read.   In language 
students will be focusing on sentence structure, especially 
focusing on what makes a sentence complete.  We know 

that a complete sentence must contain a subject and a 
verb so students will be practicing identifying subjects and 
verbs in isolation.  They will also use this subject and verb 

knowledge to construct superior sentences that will make 
them awesome writers!  

In math, fourth graders are diving into problem 

solving using all four operations. Students are working 
hard to develop plans, draw models, and create        
mathematical explanations that represent different types 

of problems. We are also constantly working on basic 
multiplication and division facts, so please continue   
practicing at home! Towards the middle of the month our 

mathematicians will begin working with place value,    
focusing on numbers from one thousand to one million. 
We will be working on recognizing the place and value of  

numbers, rounding, and comparing numbers. 
Our fourth grade scientists will 

begin making our move from science as 

inquiry to earth science. Students will 
ride the rock cycle and become        
geologists as they take a closer look at 

minerals. Next, we will discuss fast and 
slow land changes, examining             

weathering, erosion and deposition. To 
close this unit students will become super savvy soil 

sleuths to learn more about the properties of soil.  Lastly, 
in social studies, fourth grade will continue                       

traveling through United States. In our regional geography 
unit, students will explore the  variety of land forms and 
the geographic make-up of the United States, and how 

each region has influenced economic  development.  This 
sets the stage for the unit to follow where students             
explore the early days of exploration and colonization 

through various geographic regions.  

   SPANISH   
¿Cómo se dice? is a question that your stu-

dents may be asking. It means How do you say…? As 
your child continues to build his or her Spanish          
vocabulary, feel free to ask them ¿Cómo se dice?.     

¡Adelante! As we move forward into the    
semester, students are building their confidence in their 
ability to speak a second language. Students are       

developing their oral, auditory and written fluency in 
Spanish, as we move into our storytelling unit. Classes 
have also been practicing their letters, numbers and 

basic math functions in the Spanish language! When 
students use what they’ve learned outside of the      
classroom, they have the opportunity to earn Spanish 

Tickets for our end of the week drawing from the    
Treasure Chest. 

Students can also increase their confidence in           

Spanish skills by being able to practice with them at 
home. Under Moodle, you’ll find a site for MANGO    
Languages, which is a free program that allows you 
to practice your Spanish at any level. 

The fall semester of Spanish Club is set to 
begin! We have an exciting semester planned for both 
our 3rd and 4th grade participants! Posted on Moodle is a 
copy of the calendar for meeting dates and holidays. 
Here you can also check periodically for club             
announcements. If you haven’t already, please sign up 
for your child’s remind.com group! ¡Ciao!  

 

 

MUSIC 
There are many exciting things happening in the music world 
at Zachary Elementary School! The students are exploring 
their singing voices and learning fun warm-up activities that 
get them moving. They are also                 
practicing the difference between beat and 
rhythm. Third graders will soon begin            
working on the  Christmas Musical,            
scheduled for performances  December 12-
15th , while the fourth grade students will 
begin playing recorders, and learn geography through          
music!  Finally, I am pleased to announce 
that chorus rehearsals will start the week of September 
14th! 3rd Grade Chorus members will meet on Tuesday,    
September 13th at 7:20am, and 4th Grade Chorus will meet 
on September 14th, at 7:20am. Choir has been growing     
tremendously and will be the biggest it has ever been this 
year! 
 
 

 

 LIBRARY 

Did you know that you can view 
your child’s AR progress from 
home? Below is an explanation of       
Accelerated Reader Home  
Connect: 
Renaissance Home Connect is a 
tool that allows parents to log in 
to a web site and view a snapshot 
of their child’s Accelerated Reader progress. That  
progress includes average percent correct on quizzes, 
number of points earned, and results on the last quiz. 
Parents also have the option to receive email  
notifications when their child has completed an AR 
Quiz. Below is the web address,  
https://hosted65.renlearn.com/1636049/HomeConnect/
Login.aspx or you can access it directly from our Links 
page-http://zacharyelementary.org/?page_id=9 
You will need to put in the student’s username and   
password:   

 username: firstname.last name graduation year          
(2025 or 2026) 

 password:  initials and last 4 digits of social security 
number. 

 
 

 

 

 

YEARBOOKS! 
visit 

www.zacharyelementary.org 
Or  jostensyearbooks.com  

For ordering info. 
 

https://hosted34.renlearn.com/390830/HomeConnect/
https://hosted65.renlearn.com/1636049/HomeConnect/Login.aspx
https://hosted65.renlearn.com/1636049/HomeConnect/Login.aspx
http://zacharyelementary.org/?page_id=9

