
Fourth graders are hard at work as we move into the month 

of February!  The students will be very busy writing a variety of essays 

consisting of narrative, opinion, and expository.  We all know that with 

writing practice makes perfect, so please encourage your child to work 

hard on their writing in the classroom as well as at home.  Although 

we will be busy writing we haven’t forgotten about Language. In    

Language, we will be focusing on identifying pronouns and           

antecedents and correctly using these in our daily writing.  

The students are also reading many exciting and         

interesting novels and stories in the classroom which increases their 

fluency/comprehension and will hopefully help them to develop a love 

of reading. Students are being exposed to a wide variety of both  

fiction and nonfiction stories that focus on identifying the point of view 

in the text.  Students will learn new and exciting vocabulary to      

enhance their understanding of these texts.  In doing so students will 

recognize and use specific words and phrases in the text and apply 

these words and phrases in everyday life. It helps to deepen your 

child’s understanding at home by having them practice these        

vocabulary words in everyday conversation.  It’s also very important 

that we encourage them to read every day!  

After working super hard with multiplication and division 

strategies, students are moving on to fractions!  Students will       

complete many hands-on activities that will help with the conceptual 

understanding of finding equivalent fractions, adding and subtracting 

fractions, and comparing fractions. Please ask your child what they 

are learning each night and review important mathematical vocabulary 

such as numerator, denominator, and equivalent. You can also use 

fraction terminology while completing everyday tasks at home: “Let’s 

pour 1/3 cup of water into the mixture. How many thirds will it take to 

make a full cup?” We will begin making our way through earth  sci-

ence by journeying to the center of the earth to examine its layers. 

Students will then become rock hounds to learn more about the types 

of rocks and the rock cycle. It’s sure to be a rocking good time! We will 

also take a closer look at the landforms which are caused by fast and 

slow land changes while examining weathering, erosion and soil types 

before we take the plunge into life science. 

 In social studies, students will continue discussing the 

origins of American government by becoming historians. With a visit 

from the United States Constitution Center, students will learn more 

about citizenship in America and what the difference is between a 

citizen’s rights, responsibilities and duties. Students will also discuss 

the three branches of government and the steps our founding fathers 

took in developing our democratic society.  
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3rd Grade: This month in music, students 

are learning and practicing the difference between 

rhythm and beat. They are setting up a foundation for 

learning to read music on a staff. Students have also 

been practicing "stick" notation and can now identify 

quarter and eighth notes, as well as rests. We have 

been practicing stick notation by making rhythmic 

patterns with popsicle sticks.  

  
 4th Grade: This month in music we are   
diving into a spring musical! Students will be learning 
songs and choreography to 101 Dalmatians KIDS! It is 
a charming story and will be a great performance  
opportunity for the kids. A note has gone home     
regarding specific instructions on what your child 
should prepare and when their audition date will be 
held. All children have received a copy of the script 
and a link to my website to listen to the songs. Please 
encourage your child to practice his/her songs. My 
website is www.zesmusic.weebly.com. 

Amazing things are happening every day in art.  

Students are in the midst of an interesting project 

creating antique paper airplane sculptures.  Mardi 

Gras is quickly approaching, so 4th grade students 

have created a beautiful Blue Dog and Green Dog 

using old beads.  Painted pizza box art will be 

displayed in our cafeteria. We are painting boxes 

that look like the Blue Dog and Starry Night.  Feel 

free to donate strands of Mardi Gras beads that 

your family collects in upcoming parades.        

Also, students are learning about Leonardo Da 

Vinci and are drawing the Mona Lisa. 

A small selection of student artwork will be on 

display at the Zachary School Board Office from 

Feb. 8 through March 8.  Feel free to drop by this 

beautiful building and check out  their gallery. 
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Feb 5  Free Dress—Paid 
Feb 8-10  Mardi Gras Break 
Feb 11  Papers go home 
Feb 18  Progress Reports 
  Black History Night 
  ZHS—6:30 

Feb 23 Spring Pictures-Free Dress 
Feb 23 Star Student Breakfast- 
            7:00 am 
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LUNCH WITH YOUR CHILD 

Parents—your child must have a note 

if they want to eat in the atrium with 

an adult other than the guardian or 

parent.  Thank you in advance. 

I recently sat in a few classrooms listening to some student speeches as part of a persuasive writing project.  The 

students spoke of books in the library that were old and in bad shape.  They also spoke of the low number of titles 

in some popular book series and outdated books of nonfiction information.  They looked to me for a solution.  I 

welcome information about needed improvement, but it’s not always comfortable.  The communication of these 

students was different.  Their words were not critical.  They simply highlighted a problem and asked for a        

solution.  They gave great reasons for their request (up-to-date information, more students reading, etc.).  Any 

parent would have been proud of how these students spoke the truth.   They were extremely excited when I told 

them that as a result of listening to their well-written (and spoken) request, we would order nearly six thousand 

dollars worth of books immediately (The order has been placed!).  As I reflected on this activity, I wondered why 

(we as adults) don’t work harder to communicate in such a manner.  If problems could be highlighted and           

solutions sought without a wake of casualties, would not the world be a kinder place?  Would this type of      

communication end political “mudslinging”, or at least limit the activity to “fun” on rainy days in backyards?  

Would it allow us to focus on a need instead of a defense?  I guess the more I ponder this 

dilemma in adult communication, the more I realize that the fault can lie with either the 

“speaker” or “hearer” and in some cases, both.  I guess as I age, the more interested I have 

become in discovering a path in communication rather than inflicting a wound.  I am a     

fortunate man to work with children.  Whoever thinks that schools are simply a place where 

only children learn has missed an opportunity. When all learn (regardless of the height or 

age), real communication exists. 
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