
1/7 Report Cards go Home 
1/8 Paid Free Dress 
1/12 Spring STEM Club Meets 
1/14 Papers go home 

1/18 MLK Holiday—No School 
1/26 Star Student Breakfast—7:00 AM 
1/28 Papers go home 
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A Little Math 

I think there are times in people’s lives that they count their blessings.  They reflect on the things for which 

they are grateful.  They dwell upon the things that add value to their existence.  They focus on the things and 

people that enrich their lives.  I guess you can say it a number of different ways.  This seems to happen most 

often around holidays, the commencement of a new year, or the conclusion of life.  There are some that treat 

these blessings like freckles on your face (On a side note, I had plenty of these growing up and red hair to 

match).  Like freckles that people don’t notice (because of familiarity) when they look in a mirror, blessings 

can blend into the landscape of our lives and go undetected.  I would like to recommend another approach to 

the blessings in our lives.  I suggest to you the “field trip approach”.  I share with my teachers every year a 

simple approach to field trip supervision of children.  Here’s my approach to supervising children on a field 

trip:  “Count them and after you’ve counted them, count them again”!  Repeat this process until you’ve    

returned them to their parents. The approach is simple.  As a teacher, you don’t limit your counting of       

students to unloading or loading the bus.  You count them all the time.  You don’t take them for granted, or 

let your vision of them become blended into a crowd of people.  They (students) are always in your thoughts.  

Here’s my encouragement to you.  Don’t wait for a holiday, a special event, a tragedy, or a “curtain call” to 

do some “blessing math”.  The approach is simple: Count them, count them again, and repeat this process!  

By the way, working with your child is one of my blessings.  I plan to count them often! 
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Third graders are starting the new year off with many 

engaging, challenging, and fun learning opportunities.    

In ELA we are wrapping up unit two: Our Great 

Country and are ready to begin unit three:  Friendship. 

We will continue our study of literary genres, adding 

the folktale genre to the different types of fiction we 

have been learning since the beginning of the year. 

Our focus skill in literature is “theme”. The students 

will read a variety of texts with the goal of              

determining the theme in each text. It is exciting to see 

the growth our students have made in narrative writ-

ing. They are using figurative language and other   

language skills in their writing. This month our focus 

will be on expository writing. We are looking forward 

to a lot of great learning in January! 

 In mathematics, we will continue to cover                

multiplication and division concepts and facts as well 

as practice problem solving strategies and begin our 

fractions unit.  Please have your child practice their 

multiplication facts as often as possible.  Our solar 

system and levels of government will be the topics of 

study in social studies and science.  Thank you for 

your continued support and cooperation. 

Happy New Year! It’s so wonderful to be back. Fourth 

graders are continuing to do a fabulous job as we head 

back from our break. In English Language Arts,    

students are exploring the characteristics of different 

types of genres; such as fantasy, historical fiction, and         

nonfiction. Students have covered a variety of skills, 

such as identifying the theme, main idea (or central 

message), summarizing, and identifying vocabulary 

words in context. We have begun the fourth unit of 

reading and will continue the unit throughout the 

month. We will address point of view and cause and 

effect. We will continue to address various skills and 

responding to literature. Fourth graders are continuing 

to read independently, as well as enjoying novel     

studies in the classroom. Please encourage your child 

to read each and every night for at least fifteen to 

twenty minutes. Overall, the fourth graders are      

accomplishing great things. We know that the students 

will continue to show their best effort.  

 In math, fourth grade students will expand their     

understanding of division.  The students will find 

whole number quotients and remainders with up to 

four-digit dividends and one-digit divisors.   Strategies 

such as area model and partial quotient method will be 

used to solve division problems.  Students will learn 

the meaning of remainders and apply it in real life 

problem solving.  Upon completion of the division 

unit, students will begin exploring fractions. 

Fourth grade scientists are reaching for the stars as we 

wrap up our learning all about objects in the sky. We 

enjoyed our special "Space Carnival" activities from 

Sci-Port in Shreveport during December to help us 

blast off our learning. We have learned how the earth 

rotates on its axis while it revolves around the sun at 

the same time. We have become moon experts       

also! Students have modeled and learned about the 

phases of the moon as well as solar and lunar eclipses. 

After our time observing the objects in the sky, we 

will look closer to home and begin learning about the 

layers of the earth, rocks, and changes on the earth's 

surface due to weathering and erosion. Earth science 

rocks! 

In social studies, we are becoming junior historians as 

we learn about the formation of our country. We've 

learned about explorers and their reasons for coming 

to the new world, but now it's time to find out all 

about how and why our country was formed. We'll 

learn about our government and some of the big ideas 

on which our nation was founded. We'll discover 

some important documents and meet some important 

historical figures along the way.  

I’d like to say thanks to ZEPTO for their 

generous donation to the art           

department to provide art materials for 

your child.  I’d also like to thank the 

parents for the overwhelming success 

of the STEAM Saturday art/science 

workshop that raised money for our 

ZES sculpture garden.  It should be constructed and installed 

soon.   It has been very busy in art classes so far.  We are     

preparing to have an art show at the school board office         

beginning the first week in February.  Students are working on 

individual and group projects.  We have completed a             

Rodrigue-like Blue Dog made using Mardi Gras colored beads.  

Students have been busy folding paper airplanes with antique 

1950’s encyclopedia paper.  These are used to construct an 

antique paper airplane sculpture to be installed in our beautiful 

library.   Several students made a point to inform me that we 

desperately need some beautiful student-made artwork in our 

cafeteria, so we have started several painting projects  using 

pizza boxes.  They will be magnificent!  We will also begin sever-

al portrait projects using wood, clay, and lots of discarded junk 

you might find in your kitchen junk drawer or garage work bench.  

I am in need of wood working junk like nails, screws, wall      

anchors, broken saw blades, dowels, as well as plumbing (pvc 

parts) and electrical stuff (old wire with colorful insulator plastic or 

old time breakers, conduit,  etc).  Items shouldn’t be larger than 

3” or 4”.  Colorful items of any sort that might be used to create 

facial   features (eyes, nose, ears, mouth, eye brows, etc.) can 

be donated.  Sounds strange, but they should be very neat and 

creative at the end!   

 

 

Happy New Year from the P.E. 

Department! We hope you are 

starting off 2016 with some health 

and  fitness goals.  Eating healthy 

and staying active are key points to living a great life.  If it’s too 

cold outside, try bowling or skating for some great family fitness 

fun.  Instead of eating dessert, try fresh fruit for your sweet treat.  

Please remember tennis shoes are required everyday for P.E. 

As we ring in the New Year, we are gearing up for the 

Spring 2016 semester  of Spanish Club! If you haven’t 

already, please register for your child’s text remind group. 

If your child will be participating in the Spring group for: 

3rd Grade, text @span3spr to 81010 

4th Grade, text @span4spr to 81010 

Please reply “yes” to receive notifications. We look     

forward to a great second half of the school year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month in music is going to be a great one! We will be      

focusing on the concepts of rhythm and steady beat this month 

with third grade, and fourth grade will be beginning the          

introduction to our spring musical, 101 Dalmatians KIDS! Please 

continue to have students check my website to stay up to date 

on any    music information that goes home with the kids.  

http://www.zesmusic.weebly.com 

Choir will resume the week of January 19th, 2016. 

YEARBOOKS! 
Order online @  

www.zacharyelementary.org 
 

http://www.zesmusic.weebly.com

