
4th GRADE NEWS 3rd GRADE NEWS 

Third graders are starting the new year off with 
many engaging, challenging, and fun learning 
opportunities. In ELA, we are reading fiction 
stories, concentrating on our wonderful        
characters.  We are learning how to determine 
character traits and feelings and how these 
affect the storyline.  Our favorite characters 
can solve problems and influence other        
characters in our stories.  Later this month, we 
will be forming our book clubs, in which         
several students read the same book and can 
be involved in engaging discussions about the 
story.  
        It is exciting to see the growth our       
students have made in writing.  This month 
our focus will be on expository writing.  They 
will each be writing a nonfiction book!  They 
chose a topic in which they had some          
expertise and will create an interesting book to 
share with the rest of their class.  This will         
focus on their organizational skills and            
nonfiction text features.  We are looking for-
ward to a lot of great learning in January! 
 We are starting the new year off with 

many engaging, challenging, and fun learning 

opportunities!    In mathematics we will be  

covering metric units of measurement for    

capacity and weight.  We will also be revisiting 

multiplication and division concepts 

(associative property) and facts as well as 

practice problem solving strategies. (Please 

have your child practice their X facts as often 

as possible).                                                       

 Electricity will be the topic of study in 

science, and then we will move on to the study 

and investigation of our solar system. We will 

culminate this unit with an interactive lesson in 

Star Lab! The third grade teachers would like 

to thank you for your continued                      

support and cooperation in the education of 

your child. 

We are also completing our unit of nonfiction in 

reading.  We will be switching gears from reader’s 

workshop to writer’s workshop in the third nine 

weeks.  Students will learn to write personal and 

persuasive essays in writer’s workshop. In language, 

we will focus on pronouns, types of pronouns, and              

pronoun-verb agreement.  Please encourage your 

child to keep reading every night! 

In math, students will work on division problems 

including computation with different strategies and 

interpreting remainders in word problems.  Please 

continue to work with your child on multiplication 

and division facts at home each night.  Students 

should be fluent with all basic facts through 12 x 12. 

The first semester was packed with exciting lessons 

and student explorations in both science and social 

studies.  This semester will be no different!  Stu-

dents have enjoyed the Star Lab, which helped rein-

force our unit on the moon.  We are now  switching 

gears in science and moving into physical science 

this month.  We are starting with matter and its 

properties, and then moving into force and             

motion.  We have exciting activities planned for our 

fourth graders to help them understand those              

concepts.  In social studies, we completed our unit 

on the United States Constitution and we are            

focusing on the branches of government.  Also, we 

will be learning about citizenship, rights, and            

responsibilities.  It’s going to be a great month! 

News from ZES 

P.E. 

Happy New Year from the P.E. Department! We hope you 

are starting off 2017 with some health and  fitness 

goals.  Eating healthy and staying active are key points to 

living a healthy lifestyle.  If it’s too cold outside, try a  

trampoline park, bowling or skating for some great family 

fitness fun.  Instead of eating dessert, try fresh fruit for 

your sweet treat.  Please remember tennis shoes are   

required every day for P.E. We are also excited to       

announce our first Speed Stacking event hosted by Z.E.S. 

The event will be Monday February 13.  More information 

will be sent home very soon regarding the event. We 

hope to see your child showcase their hand-eye           

coordination at our first ever Speed Stack competition.   

MUSIC 
 

This month in         
music is going to be a great one! We will 
be focusing on the concepts of rhythm and 
steady beat this month with third grade, and 
fourth grade will be beginning the introduction 
to our spring musical, Seussical KIDS! Please 
continue to have students check my website to 
stay up to date on any music information that 
goes home with the kids. All audition                 
information and a sample of the show is        
posted there. www.zesmusic.weebly.com. 

If you are unsure about whether or not you have already ordered a  
yearbook, email Mrs. Lemoine: suzanne.lemoine@zacharyschools.org 

Order yearbooks online at:  
 http://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html  

or use the order form that was sent home. 

http://www.zesmusic.weebly.com
mailto:suzanne.lemoine@zacharyschools.org
http://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

1/12-Paper packets and Report Cards 
 go home 
1/13-Jan. Free Dress (Paid) 
1/16-MLK Holiday—No School 
1/19-Orchestra Information Meeting for 
 incoming 5th graders— 
 Copper Mill (6:00) 

1/24-Star Student Breakfast (7:00 am) 
1/26-Paper Packets go home 
1/31-Geography Bee 
2/3-Free Dress (Paid) 
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Santa brought us chickens this year and “no”, we do not live in the country.  We’ve      
gathered a few eggs in the last couple of weeks.  A beautiful picture of a gift that keeps on 
giving.  We were excited to have our own little taste of farm life in Zachary.  I forgot to 
mention that the chickens had to have a coup.  That was a substantial expense and then our 
two Christmas chickens had to have more leg room, so it was decided that the coup needed 
an addition.  This turned out to be another investment.  At my current calculation, our fresh 
eggs have cost us about $50.00 each.  I’m sure the cost will go down as egg production   
increases, but isn’t that what investment is all about.  Expense is made with the hope of a 
future return.   
Our staff theme this year is “investment”.  It is our desire to invest in your child with hope 
that they will receive a future return.  There are some who believe the cost of investment is 

too great, but I do not think that is true. When it comes to our children and Christmas 
chickens,  I don’t think there is an investment that is too great. 
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Nailah Jenkins 
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Mackenzie Scelfo 
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